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What is your image of a church planter? Is it of a rugged 
individual standing alone in a field of wheat – as suggested 
by the cover of a recent book on the subject? It seems to 
me that in the New Testament God pushes us in a different 
direction. Read how the Apostle Paul puts it to his friends 
in Corinth: I (Paul) planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 
God has been making it grow (1 Corinthians 3:6).

Right from the beginning the work of seeing God’s word taking 
root in lives and churches has been a team effort. God grows 
His community through community. Some preach, some build 
relationships, some pray and some give – but all have the one 
purpose and serve the one Lord.

The theme for this edition of The Real Australian is ‘planting 
and renewing sustainable churches.’ I hope that as you read 
the stories which follow, you will see that they are your story. 
God is using your gifts, your prayers and your messages of 
encouragement to build His church down under. Those who 
preach, care and witness in far flung places are co-workers with 
you, and you with them. By the way, if you want to check out 
the story of how God is renewing His church on Kangaroo Island 
please check out the video at:  
bushchurchaid.com.au/kangarooisland

Following on from our last edition you can also read on p16 
about an exciting development in BCA’s support of ministry by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who has responded to 
our current appeal to grow ministry among children and young 
people. Please continue to pray that God will grow that work 
for His glory!

Mark Short
National Director

Editorial

God grows  
His community 
through community

SUMMER 2016 3



What makes a church sustainable? I suspect for many of 
us our thoughts first turn to buildings and finances. Is a 
group of Christians able to maintain, repair and insure 
their physical facilities? Are they able to meet budget, 
particularly where that budget is required to fund a 
particular model of paid ministry?

When we turn to the New Testament we see a different set of 
priorities. Paul wrote 2 Timothy to encourage his protégé and, 
through him, the fledgling Christian churches, to keep the story 
of Jesus alive after the Apostle’s death. Two key themes emerge:

Paul urges a robust commitment to the gospel message 
which Timothy has received. What you have heard from me, 
keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in 
Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you 
– guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.  
(2 Timothy1:13–14)

Paul urges Timothy to pursue those connections which will 
enable the gospel message to be passed through relationships. 
You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to 
teach others. (2 Timothy 2:1–2)

Pulling these threads together let me suggest the following 
definition of sustainability: “a church is sustainable when it has 
the gospel commitments and gospel connections necessary 
to keep the story of Jesus alive over time.” This is good and 
challenging news. It’s good news because it means that small 
bush churches which feel poor in facilities and finances can be 
vibrant. It’s challenging because a church which seems outwardly 
successful may in fact be fundamentally unsustainable.

Seen in this light, BCA’s desire to plant and renew sustainable 
churches depends on sending and supporting faithful men and 
women who will embody these commitments and build these 
connections. Some will be ordained, some will not. Some will be 
locals, some will move from elsewhere. The churches they serve 
will meet in different ways and in different forms. But they will 
all be part of the one mission of reaching Australia for Christ. 
Will you join us in praying and going?

Mark Short

What makes a church sustainable?

A church is 
sustainable when 
it has the gospel 
commitments and 
gospel connections 
necessary to keep 
the story of Jesus 
alive over time
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BCA Field Staff from across Australia 
enjoyed a week of friendship, fellowship, 
Bible teaching and worship at the 
biennial Field Staff Conference on the 
Sunshine Coast in October. 

Many thanks to the QLD/Nth NSW 
Committee and Nomads as well as 
volunteers from Youth with a Mission, 
Maroochydore Anglican Church and Robina 
Anglican Church for looking after the kids 
(48!) while their parents were nurtured in 
the Word.

A week of 
Friendship, 
Fellowship and 
Bible Teaching

The daily coffee van was a hit with Field Staff! 

Morning Worship

Above: Amanda McArtney and Tracey Piggott  
Below: the kids had a great time!
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Helena Painting was among a team of 
three who successfully established the 
Bookham Community Church earlier this 
year. She tells the story of their journey 
to commencement.

There had been no regular church service in 
Bookham and its surrounding district in any 
denomination for the past ten years except 
for a Christmas Eve service. This service was 
very successful with the church always full 
to bursting. This to me proved that there 
were coals ready to be fanned into flame 
and also a desire for the people of Bookham 
and surrounds to connect or re-connect 
with church and come into a relationship, or 
a deeper relationship, with God.

It was Doug’s and my heartfelt prayer 

that we could have regular church services 
back in our local community. Doug grew 
up attending this church and our kids went 
to Sunday School here. We prayed about it 
long and hard and said let’s start.

But before we could start we had to 
have enough people on team. We found 
that there were three people committed to 
this – Archdeacon John Barnes, local lady 
Bimbi Turner (a lay leader at the Anglican 
Church in Yass) and myself.

Because we have come into a church 
where people have worshipped for many 
years, we made a point to honour the 
people who have gone before not just 
say ‘here we are bigger and better’. Some 
people who attended services here 10 years 
ago have returned and new people who 
have moved to the district have joined.

Before our first service in April this year 
we put up a yellow cardboard sign out 
the front of the church announcing our 
first service (see right). It was hastily put 
up, we now have a lovely new sign with 
interchangeable lettering – very flash, but 
I did like our little cardboard one! News 
of the first service commencing was also 
spread through the Agricultural Bureau, a 
letterbox drop, an ad in the local paper and 
by word of mouth.

We have now been holding our services 
for eight months. We meet once a month in 
the most beautiful old stone building built 
from blue stone quarried in the Bookham 
District. The church was built in 1927 and 
is on the site of the original Presbyterian 
church which was built in 1885.

The Bookham Community Church is a 
partnership between the Anglican Church, 
the Uniting Church (who own the building) 
and BCA.

John Barnes is our up front service leader 
and preacher. His dedication is inspiring. He 
has a round trip of nearly three hours each 

From once a 
year to once a 
month – Church 
in Bookham

Archdeacon John Barnes, Bimbi Turner and 
Helena Painting 
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time he comes to Bookham. Our very own 
Peter Adkins (NSW/ACT Regional Officer) 
filled in for one service when John couldn’t 
attend. Bimbi puts beautiful flowers in the 
church and generally does the prayers. 
I do the communicating by keeping our 
Facebook page up-to-date, email and calling 
people, putting together the PowerPoint  
as well as organising the music and together 
with Doug, setting up the church.

After each service we have a meal where 
people bring something to share. This is a 
great time of chat and fellowship and John 
is able to talk to the locals and get to know 
them. John now has plans to start up a 
men’s fellowship group and we will begin a 
ladies’ group too.

The prayer 
support from 
BCA has been 
so valuable in 
establishing 
the Bookham 
Community 
Church. Also, I 
would never have 
met John Barnes to start with if it wasn’t 
for BCA. We built up a good relationship 
through running a youth group in Dalton 
where I taught Scripture with BCA.  
We have also had help in many ways from 
friends and supporters, for which we are 
very grateful.

We are really excited about how the 
church is going. We have a committed 
congregation of mixed denominations and 
ages. Our dream is that it would grow and 
be able to support a minister one or two 
days a week. We would value your prayers 
for this.

Helena Painting

This to me proved 
that there were 
coals ready to be 
fanned into flame

Sharing a meal after church
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[Jesus] deserved 
all comfort, but 
gave it all up for 
the utter agony of 
the cross so that 
you and I could be 
comforted  
for eternity

I was very privileged to attend the City-to-City Asia-Pacific 
Church Planters’ Intensive in 2015. That final word is an apt 
description – it was intense. The aim is to take people who 
are leaders within their churches and, in the space of only a 
month, give them the tools that they need for starting new 
sustainable Christ-centred churches in locations as different 
as Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore and Sydney.  
I left challenged and encouraged for life and ministry and 
want to share with you just a few eye-openers from my 
time there.

One huge encouragement was seeing the endorsement of the 
Biblical theological approach to Scripture across the conference. 
That is, there was an emphasis on preaching Christ from every 
part of the Bible, aware of the text’s position in the overall 
story-arc of creation, redemption and re-creation. A Graeme 
Goldsworthy book was pre-reading! Though many of us live and 
breathe this (in gospel-focused Anglicanism), it is not the case 
for churches across Asia, Europe and America.

One challenge was on the issue of cultural awareness. Do 
I know what people (both Christian and non-Christian) are 
watching/listening to/voting for? I should know whether they’re 
more or less convinced by reasoned arguments or intuition 
or relational concerns. These things affect why people might 
accept or reject the gospel and should inform the terms we 
present it in (though they never change the gospel message).

A similar concern relates to my awareness of personal idols 
as well as the common idols of my mission area. Do I really 
understand what it is that particularly attracts people to their 
individual idols? One person may be a workaholic because 
they desperately need security and think work (and money) 
offer that. Someone else may be a workaholic because they’re 
seeking to pay for the comforts of this world – you only live 
once after all. Still another is striving for respect and honour 
from being a hard worker in their field. The surface idol is work, 
but the underlying idol is different. Working with the person I 
should be able to diagnose this, and present the gospel in a way 
that addresses it.

Generally speaking, I think that comfort, and especially 
leisure, is a major idol for my community. For example, if I ask 
someone in the street about their holidays, their face lights up 
(mine does too). Many people work and spend for comfort. 

A Challenge and Encouragement for  
Life and Ministry
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When that is the case, I need to preach about Jesus: He deserved all 
comfort, but gave it all up for the utter agony of the cross so that 
you and I could be comforted for eternity. God gives us comfort, 
but transforms what we think it is.

Another concern is connecting faith with every aspect of life, 
especially work. Am I helping people see the true value of their 
work? Work’s not just a theatre for evangelism, nor simply as 
a means to gain money for life and ministry. Work offers those 
things, but it has an inherent value in the created and social world 
God has made. God wants Christian farmers, Christian crayfishers 
and Christian mine workers.

Finally, I need to work on my skills in administration. It sounds 
boring and it’s nowhere near the core of a theology degree, but 
learning and planning quickly and with flexibility is important for 
leading any group of people. Church and mission contexts keep 
changing so I should strive for adaptable, creative and timely plans, 
clearly communicated to my church so we can all work together.

There’s loads more I continue to think through, drop me a line 
if you want to discuss it more at d.mitchell@bushchurchaid.com.au

David Mitchell

A Challenge and Encouragement for  
Life and Ministry

David Mitchell during a presentation at the City-to-City Asia Pacific Church  
Planters’ Intensive

SUMMER 2016 9



‘Family Church’, our fortnightly gathering at 4pm on Sunday 
afternoons, is not a church designed for families; it is a family 
where all people are welcome. Prior to its inauguration, the 
Kangaroo Island Anglican Church was almost exclusively 
retirees. They hadn’t experienced the noise, creativity, messiness 
and beauty of children during worship for many years.

We began our ministry by slowly loving, serving and developing 
relationships with existing parishioners at the three centres. We 
heard stories of times gone by when there was the hubbub of 
younger people.

Through prayer and listening, God gave us a good in-road 
to the wider community. Mainly Music, a musical playgroup for 
preschoolers and their families, helps grandparents by providing 
grandkids to serve and love. And it helps grandkids regularly 
experience a wider age-range than just the parents and friends in 
their circles. It was through Mainly Music, our wider relationships at 
the school, childcare centre and reading time at the library, that we 
grew to understand the communities needs.

There were both ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors at work that led to the 
birth of Family Church. The pull factor was that God laid on our 
heart the vision to provide a family-friendly gathering in, or close to, 
Kingscote. This made sense because the only option was a service 
45 minutes away that began at dinner time and made kids’ stay up 
until 9pm or later just before the start of the school week. The push 
factors were the many families from Mainly Music and beyond who 
were asking about when we would start something family-friendly.

Some of the obstacles we had to overcome were financial, 

A family where all people are welcome

Brad leads Mainly Music
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cultural and health-related. God made it clear 
to us that Family Church would only work 
if we were like a family gathered together 
around His word, not passive recipients 
sitting in a lecture hall. So we had to work 
with the existing church to sell pews and 
replace them with chairs that were movable, 
stackable and reverential enough for 
traditional and contemporary gatherings. As 
you can imagine, this took quite some time, 
much prayer, reasoning and fundraising. 
In the midst of this I struggled health-wise 
and was eventually diagnosed with Psoriatic 
Arthritis. But the biggest obstacle was that 
we had no core group to plant this new 
congregation with. After much prayer 
and fellowship with Lutheran, Uniting and other believers, we 
trusted God that we had enough support to launch. What looked 
impossible from a worldly perspective we trusted that God would 
provide. Through Him all things are possible! We are so thankful to 
God for the way that He answered many prayers.

We promoted the launch of Family Church through an article 
and advertisement in the local newspaper, through Kangaroo 
Island local Facebook groups and in person through Mainly Music 
and friendships. At the launch we began a Bible overview. The 
gutsy, Biblical kids’ songs of Colin Buchanan and Duggie Dug Dug 
regularly feature along with some Mainly Music songs. Creative 
object lessons help us to love God with our heart, mind, soul and 
strength. It makes for a less formal, noisier, more flexible worship 
experience than our traditional services.

We have been excited and encouraged by God’s work. It is 
fantastic to see the children growing in their understanding of God; 
their child-like trust in Jesus and enthusiasm for learning more of 
Him is contagious. It is also really good and healthy that we can 
all stand together and sing of our good, good Father; sisters and 
brothers of many ages and stages united under our one gracious, 
loving heavenly Father.

Over the last year and a half we have had some integral, core 
members leave the Island for work opportunities. Please pray with 
us for more believers to move to the Island, particularly so that our 
core group will be strong.

Brad Henley

A family where all people are welcome

Through Him 
all things are 
possible! We 
are so thankful 
to God for the 
way that He 
answered many 
prayers

The Henleys
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When Steve Weickhardt and his family 
moved to Strathfieldsaye with BCA in 2011 
Strathfieldsaye Uniting Church and St Stephen’s 
Anglican Church had been gathering together 
for worship once a month. His first four years 
were spent merging those two congregations. 
Today Steve is eagerly looking towards building 
on his current ministry.

Strathfieldsaye is a dormitory suburb just ten 
kilometres away from Bendigo. Within ten minutes’ 

drive there are large established churches with strong youth 
and kids’ ministries. Interestingly, the local population ‘church 
attendance rate’ is higher than average, but over 500 people 
leave Strathfieldsaye to attend church elsewhere each Sunday.

Early in 2011 we kicked off a monthly ‘Family Church’ on 
Saturdays at 5pm. After a year that became fortnightly and in 
2013 it became weekly. Sadly four families in that congregation 
moved away within a couple of weeks of each other and we 
made the decision to stop running that service. We learned 
a lot from this first attempt at planting a new congregation. 
I wouldn’t call it a failure because it lasted for four years. I’m 
calling that a learning stage, a stepping stone.

Our 9am congregation has continued to grow since we 
came here and is the anchor that allows us to experiment 
around young families ministry. That is what my BCA role is 
in Strathfieldsaye – to provide a stable service for the 9am 
congregation and find ways to connect with young families in 
the local community.

Strathfieldsaye currently has a population of 6500 and it is set 

Enjoying the Strathfieldsaye Holiday Program

Reaching 
out to the 
Strathfieldsaye 
Community
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to reach 10,000 in the next couple of years. There is overwhelming 
opportunity for ministry with young families because of the sheer 
number of them. We estimate that three quarters  
of local households are families with children in primary or 
secondary school.

At the moment we are experimenting with our programs. Each 
year we run holiday programs in April and September with a lot of 
support from our BCA link parishes. We get between 40–50 kids 
for the holiday program, over half of whom are unchurched. We 
also hold a weekly playgroup with about ten families.

In the middle of the January school holidays this year we ran a 
boredom buster night. We put on a BBQ (bring your own meat), 
provided salads and drinks, put the Wii on the big screen and had 
playgroup toys out. 
Parents chatted together 
and chilled out while the 
kids played. My dream 
is to run that type of 
event regularly next year 
and build community. 
We will have some 
intentional prayer, kids’ 
songs and stories. It will 
be a time for families  
to gather in and hear 
about God. If it all 
comes off like I hope, it 
will be very exciting.

Currently there is no community meeting space in 
Strathfieldsaye. The schools aren’t near the shops, the town hall is 
further away, as are the sports fields. It’s all separate. There is no 
heart of town. I’m saying to the church – wouldn’t it be good if 
we were the community hub?

Our worshipping community on Sunday morning is about 
25–40 people. If we could double that, it would make the 
worship area feel full. And if 30–40 locals formed a younger 
congregation, we would be a great platform for sustainable  
long-term local ministry. My goal over the next two years is to 
develop this new worshipping community created out of the 
holiday program and playgroup outreach. With BCA support in 
prayer, funding and on the ground, this is all becoming possible 
under God’s hand and guidance.

Steve Weickhardt

My BCA role in 
Strathfieldsaye 
is to provide a 
stable service 
for the 9am 
congregation 
and find ways 
to connect with 
young families 
in the local 
community
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Church planting in Goulburn is alive and 
well with the establishment of two new 
congregations in the past four years.

Fellowship at 5, or F5 for short, was 
established by Bishop Stuart Robinson and 
his wife Jane four years ago. Stuart and Jane 
wanted to reach out to people who had 
church in their background but had since 
fallen away.

On the computer keyboard 
F5 is the refresh key, so the 
service is also called F5 Refresh. 
It started with about 10 to 15 
people in a side chapel of the 
cathedral with an updated 
and contemporary service. The 
service started to grow and 
after two years, Brian and Ali 
Champness were employed 
as Children’s and Families 
Directors. Today the service is 
held at Christ Church West 
Goulburn with around 100 
people attending each Sunday night.

In May this year Brian and Ali planted F7 
looking to attract people from non-church 
backgrounds. They started by holding a 
Bible Study with one or two young adults. 
Within two months there were 15 to 16 
young adults. It was with these young adults 

that F7 was planted. Today 50 people attend 
the F7 service each Sunday night.

“As we embraced the vision of F5 our 
7pm church plant automatically became 
F7,” says Brian. “We call it Faith, Friends 
and Fun, or on my keyboard the F7 key 
is the ‘volume up’ key and we do put the 
volume up!”

The F7 church plant and Bible Study are a 
labour of love for Brian and Ali. Developing 
this service and leading the congregation is 
all done on a voluntary basis.

“It is so exciting that Bishop Stuart is 
giving us the opportunity to reach out in 
the way we feel best,” says Brian. “We 
have retained essential elements of the 
Anglican service but they are done in a style 
which allows young people, or those from 
a non-church background to come in and 
think ‘I can understand what is happening 
here.’ The music is engaging and the 
service is modern. If anyone thinks church 
is irrelevant, boring or old fashioned, I want 

to challenge that with a church 
that is relevant, exciting and 
contemporary.”

“F7 has been amazing for 
our walk and our recent move 
to Goulburn only a few months 
ago,” says F7 worshipper Sarah 
Harradence. “We came relying 
on God for community and 
fellowship which He provided 
in abundance through the F7 
church ministered by Brian  
and Ali.”

Brian and Ali are kept busy 
in Goulburn with F5 and F7 along with their 
regular work of running the Parent and 
Toddler Group Little Sheep, Kids’ Clubs and 
conducting Scripture in the local schools. 
They have also established New Wine Kids 
Australia. This group, originally established 
in the United Kingdom, looks to reach this 

Turning up the volume in Goulburn

 If anyone 
thinks church is 
irrelevant, boring 
or old fashioned, I 
want to challenge 
that with a church 
that is relevant, 
exciting and 
contemporary

Brian and Ali at the first F7
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generation of children with the good 
news of Jesus.

“Our heart is to help churches 
come alive again and attract children 
and families,” says Ali. “We really 
value the faithfulness of F5 to employ 
us – back when we started it was 
just a congregation of 50. They have 
continued paying us but they still 
released us to start this new church. 
The sending congregation is really a 
huge answer to prayer. They support 
us financially, prayerfully and in  
encouraging us.”

F5 and F7 continue to thrive and there is 
also a third church plant – F10, which meets 
each Monday. Brian and Ali are excited to 
see what God has in store for the kids of 
Goulburn and this country.

“It is with the support of BCA we can 
get out there and encourage, equip and 

inspire people,” says Brian. “Kids still need 
to hear the message of Jesus. Sometimes 
the way we present the message may 
need to be updated. The message is just 
as relevant today as it was for previous 
generations, we need to start by building 
connections with people.”

Janine van den Tillaart

Turning up the volume in Goulburn

Friday Youth Night

New Wine Kids
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BCA’s new Indigenous Ministry Officer

At the 2016 Field Staff Conference, National Director Mark 
Short introduced BCA’s new Indigenous Ministry Officer – 
Neville Naden.  

In early 2016 at the Aboriginal 
Evangelical Fellowship 
Convention in Port Augusta, 
Mark Short approached  
me and asked whether I 
would consider working with 
Bush Church Aid on a  
full-time basis. 

After much prayer and 
consultation with my wife 
Kathie, I told Mark that I was 
willing to take on the role of 
Indigenous Ministry Officer.  

In this new role I will provide support to those Field Staff who 
work with Indigenous people and BCA’s Indigenous staff.  
Therefore BCA has asked if I would help in the following areas: 
•  working with the rest of the BCA team to grow our work with 

Indigenous people over the long-term
•  helping our current BCA Field Staff develop more effective 

partnerships with Indigenous Christians on their home turf
•  keeping an eye out for emerging Indigenous Christian leaders and 

finding ways BCA can help them take the next steps into ministry
•  working with Bible colleges and other training organisations to 

make sure there are training pathways and opportunities that 
work for Indigenous Christians 

•  representing BCA in wider discussions about Indigenous ministry
I’ll also be meeting regularly with the BCA Executive and the 

Regional Officers so we can benefit from each other’s wisdom and 
move forward together in these areas.

Kathie and I ask for your prayers as we commence this new role. 
Initially we will still be based in Broken Hill but plan to move to 
Dubbo in August 2017 to be closer to our daughter and her family.  

Neville Naden
If you want to sign up to support Neville and Kathie in this new 
work you can do so through their existing BCA page at  
bushchurchaid.com.au/naden

Kathie and Neville Naden
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When Joe Haase moved to Georgetown, 
Queensland in 2013 to work as a chaplain 
in three State Schools in the district there 
were no Anglican church services in town. He 
decided to do something about it.

“It was quite daunting to organise some  
type of formal worship,” says Joe. “People 
weren’t necessarily looking for a chaplain or to 
experience Christianity.”

Initially Joe ran the service by himself, but 
trying to organise a message was difficult due to 
his full-time role as a chaplain. It was then one of 
the worshippers suggested they do church online.

A core group meet each Sunday in the 
Anglican Church building in Georgetown and 
live stream a service out of America called Life 
Church. “While we are not a huge congregation, 
we sing songs along with the service and listen to 
the message,” says Joe.

Joe and his fiancée Becky also run a  
Sunday School that attracts up to a dozen kids 
each week.

“It’s really good for the kids and for the few of 
us that do meet,” Joe says. “We’re a core Christian community 
that encourage each other and grow together.”

When BCA Field Staff Rod and Christene Oldfield moved 
to Cloncurry in 2016 they took on the Gulf run and travel 
once a month to Georgetown during the dry season. “As I’m 
not ordained it’s really good to have ministry from Rod and 
Christene. I don’t want to be some rogue operating my own 
church!” says Joe.

During the week Joe and Becky also run the only Bible Study 
in town. They borrow the Scripture Union Conference line in the 
evening and link up with people calling in from Forsayth, Cairns 
and more remote areas. While it’s a relaxed affair, they have a 
Bible study book they work from which gets them talking (even 
those online) and then they spend time together in prayer.

“Initially I was only here for one year and now I’ve been 
here for nearly four,” says Joe. “I’m certain that God is doing 
something here.”

Janine van den Tillaart

Online Church in the Outback

We’re a core 
Christian 
community that 
encourage each 
other and  
grow together 

Joe and Becky
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As I write this it’s Sunday afternoon 
and we have just returned from a very 
encouraging morning in Tom Price. After 
a church service celebrating Reformation 
Sunday we were invited back to the 
home of a church family for lunch.

I thought the chicken had changed my world, but then I tasted 
the pork and it was even better. But the food was one blessing, 
the conversation was another; being encouraged by our Lord’s 
work in His people, a Papua New Guinean family who have lived 
in the Pilbara for several years now. I had carried my guitar in (to 
stop it melting in the hot car!) and so Wendy asked if we could 
sing some Christian choruses together before we left. Which  
we did.

It was one of the shafts of grace we get here from time-to-
time in Pilbara ministry. Like the warm and welcoming weekly 
Bible study we had in the home of one of the couples at Tom 
Price last year (until they left town this January), or the day when 
a mate came to church for the first time. I well remember the 
first time I met him two years ago, two minutes into meeting 
him he was telling me how little time he had for God and 
religion. Well two years later he sheepishly walked into church 
and asked “got room for a heathen mate?”.“Always!” I replied. 
For two weeks he came to church, engaged with it, enjoyed 
it, and then on the second week he too decided it was time to 
leave town.

Churches by nature are highly relational, and shaped by the 
congregation’s shared memories of doing life and serving Jesus 
together. Discipleship and evangelism take time as people read 
the word of God and pray together in community.

But for that very reason planting or renewing sustainable 
churches becomes very difficult in the mining towns of the 
Pilbara. For one thing, these towns are hugely transient. When 
Priya and I started at Paraburdoo in March 2014 there were 
about 15 people associated with the church. Since that time 
over 40 church members have left town and only three of those 
original members still live here. So there are an encouraging 
amount of newcomers, but a disappointingly high rate of churn.

In addition to that, many Christians consider church in Perth, 
Bunbury or Bussleton to be ‘their church.’ They might not attend 
a service in the Pilbara for the entire three to four years they live 
here, preferring just to visit ‘their church’ when they can.

Sometimes this can be very discouraging. A year ago we 

God continues to 
faithfully do good 
things in the lives 
of both His people 
and the lost

Timothy at 
Ephesus?  
Or Paul on  
the Road?
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had nine children regularly coming along 
to church, and a number of other kids who 
would come to occasional kids’ clubs and 
outreach, but in the last 12 months all but 
one of those children have left town. To 
re-commence kids’ ministry again would 
mean starting completely from scratch, 
with no core Christian children – the very 
thought is exhausting!

It is encouraging that BCA rightly 
prioritises supporting church planting and 
renewal, but another encouraging thing on 
top of that is that BCA supports not only 
thriving ministry, but struggling ministry as 
well. Two quotes sum this attitude up well 
– one from my Bishop Gary Nelson, and the 
other from BCA National Director  
Mark Short.

Gary once said to me “You need to think 
of yourself as Paul on the road, not Timothy 
at Ephesus.” In other words, even though 
there may be a church building and rectory 
in Pilbara churches, their ministers may find 

themselves in perpetual church planting 
mode, and that’s ok.

And Mark Short likes to speak about 
‘gospel coverage’, and his vision of no 
town in Australia without access to gospel 
ministry. This is a vision that encompasses 
and eclipses the planting and renewing of 
sustainable churches.

I continue to be thankful to God for 
this Diocese, and for BCA, and their 
commitment to resourcing ministry to all 
kinds of difficult places, even if the return 
seems small, it’s not easy or glamorous and 
can be discouraging. But God continues to 
faithfully do good things in the lives of both 
His people and the lost, even in the day 
of small things, even in such a challenging 
place as the Pilbara.

David Morgan

The new meeting place of Tom Price Church 
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Great opportunities for BCA Nomads

With the view of an early retirement from work in 
Toowoomba, Lyn and I joined BCA Nomads in 2014. At 
the Junee muster in 2015 we noticed a special focus 
on Christian ministry that could suit our gifts in music, 
preaching/teaching and fellowship, especially after external 
study with Moore College for some years.

On advice from QLD/Nth NSW Regional Officer David  
Rogers-Smith we met with Bishop Rick Lewers (Armidale 
Diocese). We told him: “We are keen for fellowship, and 
we are willing to look for it.” Bishop Rick suggested (after a 
short examination) that we could station ourselves at one of 
the vacant parishes/special districts for some time as ministry 

leaders, and Ashford 
was mentioned.

Warren and 
Jan Richards from 
Sydney had already 
volunteered at 
Ashford for the 
best part of two 
years, and were 
ready to move on. 
During their time, 
the small Anglican 
and Presbyterian 
congregations joined 
to form the Ashford 
Community Church 
which met in each 

other’s churches on alternative Sundays. It became a very 
agreeable arrangement. Warren and Jan had also refurbished 
and furnished the old vicarage, ready for their successors to 
move into.

After passing the preaching test in Warialda and Glen Innes 
(and learning to reduce my sermons to 15–20 minutes!), Bishop 
Rick gave us the go-ahead for ministry at Ashford. We arrived at 
the vicarage with our caravan on 1 June 2016, and because it 
was winter, we decided to do most of our living in the van.

We immediately found the fellowship we had sought. 
Expository preaching from 1 Peter and a good dose of hymn 
singing were well received. The opportunity for outreach in the 
community became very evident. The fifth Sunday in August 
was an ecumenical service at Sunhaven, an aged care hostel, 

It is clear that 
small country 
towns offer 
opportunities for 
the gospel

Service at Ashford
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Great opportunities for BCA Nomads

which to our surprise trebled the size of the congregation with a 
wonderful opportunity for a gospel sermon.

Once a month the church invites the young people of 
Ashford for a youth group. Winter time is movie time. Over 60 
youths overwhelmed us in June, so much so that subsequent 
youth meetings were restricted to Years 10–12. Without 
even a flinch the group watched full-on Christian movies like 
God is NOT Dead. It is clear that small country towns offer 
opportunities for the gospel.

Due to our changing circumstances, we could only volunteer 
for three months. We had always known how much this type of 
ministry was appreciated, but on our farewell Sunday we were 
totally blown away by the expressions of heartfelt appreciation.

Our lives have been greatly enriched by this experience and 
we want to leave ourselves open to this type of BCA Nomad 
ministry in the future. We heartily recommend this to our fellow 
BCA Nomads. This ministry is greatly needed and appreciated.

Jan van der Meulen

The Ashford Youth Group

Above: Jan and Lyn singing 
in Church 
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BCA Outback 
Queensland Holiday 

July 2017

Travel west through New South Wales 
and further into Outback Queensland 

and be inspired by Australia’s vast 
landscapes as well as the dedicated 

BCA Field Staff who serve God in these 
remote regions.

15-day tour departing 7 July 2017
Travelling to Dubbo, Lightning Ridge, 

Charleville, Longreach, Winton, 
Cloncurry, Charters Towers, Moranbah, 

Mackay and Townsville
For further information visit 

christianfellowshiptours.com or call the 
BCA National Office on (02) 9262 5017

Hear The Revd Dr Gary Millar on 
Coming Home: Zechariah and  

the God of Hope
and David Piper on  

Going the Distance in Lightning Ridge

Saturday 4 March 2017
North Pine Anglican Church, Petrie

9.30am – 3pm $20 per person
RSVP by 22 February 2017

(07) 3349 9081
craig@bushchurchaid.com.au

Queensland & Northern New 
South Wales 2017 Bush & 
Bible Day (including AGM)

Queensland & Northern New 
South Wales Regional Office 

Prayer Meetings

Why not join us to read the Bible 
together and pray for our Field Staff 

around the country?

We meet in the Regional Office on the 
second Wednesday of every month 
(including December and January)
8.30am – 9.30am for prayer and  

9.30am – 10.15am for refreshments.
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Hello BCA family! My name is Tom 
Melbourne. I’m currently serving on the 
BCA NSW Committee and the National 
Executive, and I suspect that we have a 
few things in common.

Just like you, I love Jesus. Ever since I got 
to know him during Year 8 at Glenmore 
Park High School, I’ve been amazed and 
captivated by His story – the man who is 
God who gave up His life so I could live. It’s 
a real joy and privilege to serve Jesus and 
His people as an Anglican Minister in Emu 
Plains, at the foot of the Blue Mountains  
in Sydney.

Just like you, I love my family. I’m 
married to Alison, and we’re stoked to be 
the parents of Ted (2 years) and Zach (5 
months). I’m working hard to instil in them 
all a passion for gardening and American 
Football – it’s an uphill battle o.

Just like you, I love the bush. As a 
kid there were constant visits to my 
grandparents on the outskirts of Bathurst, 
and long family road trips all across the 

state. I love the 
towns, I love the 
spaces, and most 
of all I love the 
people. Not only 
are they super 
friendly, but they 
are precious to 
God, loved by Him, 
and people who 
Jesus died for.

This means, of course, that just like you 
I love the work of BCA. This is a movement 
with great history and a bright future. To 
have Christians in cities partnering with 
their brothers and sisters in the country is 
incredibly important. Our Nation is growing, 
more and more people are choosing to live 
in regional areas, and so it is critical that 
we work together to ensure that everybody 
hears the gospel.

If you would like to touch base with me 
you can email me at tom@epac.org.au

Tom Melbourne

Councillor’s Column

To have Christians 
in cities partnering 
with their brothers 
and sisters in 
the country 
is incredibly 
important

Zac, Alison, Ted and Tom

SUMMER 2016 23



CONGRATULATIONS
David and Joanne Piper welcomed Matthew 
into the world on Tuesday 16 August 2016. 
Matthew is a little brother to Daniel  
and Luke.
Derek and Amanda McArtney recently 
welcomed their first two grandchildren. 
Eli Atticus McArtney was born Friday 16 
September to their youngest son Hamish and 
his wife Rachel. Eden Isabel McArtney was 
born on Monday 3 October to their eldest 
son Ashley and wife Hilary.
Brad and Joh Henley are now a family of 
three with the arrival of Evangeline Sophia 
Henley on Wednesday 21 September 2016. 
Evangeline is a little sister to Jemima  
and Gabriella.
The National Office Media and 
Communications team and our graphic 
designer Bruce Nicholson were delighted 
to receive a Bronze 
Award from the 
Australasian Religious 
Press Association 
(ARPA) in September 
for The Real 
Australian in the 
category of Most 
Improved Hard  
Copy Publication.

WELCOME
Jordan Gallagher is 
NSW/ACT’s new Youth Promotions Officer. 
Jordan worships at All Saints Anglican 
Church in Balgowlah where she leads the 
Sunday evening service. She is currently 
undertaking a Bachelor of Arts (Philosophy 
and Literature) at the University of Sydney. 
Jordan is involved in Soul Survivor and has 
been a Youth Ambassador for World Vision 
where she was their volunteer of the year  
in 2014.

Post & Rails

The Pipers

Eli Atticus McArtney

Jordan Gallagher

Evangeline Sophia Henley
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VALE
Hazel Fuhrmeister  
(2 March 1922 – 8 August 2016) together 
with her husband Roger (deceased) served 
with BCA in Minnipa, South Australia 
(1950–1956), Quorn, South Australia 
(1956–1962) and Wilcannia, New South 
Wales (1978–1983). During their ministry in 
Minnipa they travelled an area of over one 
million square kilometres to many isolated 
places reaching people for Christ. In Quorn 
their work spread right across Hawker and 
Leigh Creek to the Northern Territory border. 
After a break of some 16 years, the call to 
outback ministry for the Fuhrmeisters was 
still strong and they headed with BCA to 
Wilcannia. Hazel is survived by her four 
sons Roger, Ian, Ken, Trevor, their wives, 11 
children and five great grandchildren.
The Revd Peter George (5 November 
1933 – 15 September 2016) was ordained 
a Deacon in the Diocese of Sydney in 1961 
and Priest that 
same year. He 
served in the 
role of curate 
in Baulkham 
Hills, Essendon 
and the Priest in 
Charge in North 
Dandenong 
before taking up 
a position with 
BCA. Together 
with wife Fay 
and children Philip and Lynette, Peter 
became the first BCA Missioner (Field Staff) 
in Townview one of the suburbs of Mount 
Isa. Serving there for three years from 1970–
1973, Peter’s ministry took him from mining 
country around Mt Isa to cattle country to 
the north. Peter is survived by his wife Fay, 
children Philip, Lynette and their families.

Post & Rails

The Fuhrmeister family

The Revd Peter George

Mavis Skinner – nee Bell  
(26 December 1921 – 19 September 2016) 
travelled to Ceduna in 1955 to serve as a 
nurse in the BCA hospital. She intended to 
stay for one year, but ended up being there 
for ten. Mavis met widower, Ern Skinner 
in Ceduna and they married in 1966. She 
became stepmother to Ern’s two adult 
sons, Bill and Bob. After Ern passed away in 
1971, Mavis returned to nursing in Ceduna 
and became Matron of the Far West Senior 
Citizens Village for a time. In 1975 she left 
Ceduna and took up a nursing position in 
Merino, Victoria before being appointed 
Matron at Willochra Home for the Aged at 
Crystal Brook. Mavis is survived by her two 
stepsons and their families.

Mavis Skinner
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Taken to hospital in the back of  
a truck….

In 1955 the BCA Flying Medical Service, 
based out of Ceduna, 
had a difficulty.

There were no 
problems with the  
first-class medical 
advice from one of 
the three BCA doctors 
at Ceduna via the 
radio, or with the best 
medical care from one 
of the 22 BCA nurses 
at BCA Bush Clinics or 
hospitals in Cook, Tarcoola, Coober Pedy, 
Wudinna, Penong, or Rawlinna. Nor was 
there a problem with the fast and efficient 
air ambulance pickup by one of three BCA 
pilots using one of the BCA Flying Medical 
Service planes. It was after that the difficulty 
came; patients were bundled into the back 
of a ute or truck for transport from the 
Ceduna airfield to base hospital.

After 31 years of operation, BCA 
launched an appeal with the support of 

Adelaide’s The Sunday Mail to purchase an 
ambulance to replace the trucks and utes 
pressed into service for patient transfers.

That ambulance, funded through the 
appeal in 1956, has just 
turned up in the United 
Kingdom, 60 years  
after the first patient 
transfer in Ceduna, 
South Australia.

The brand new, 
fully-equipped VW 
Kombi van ambulance 
went into service in 
Ceduna in January 
1956 after The Sunday 

Mail appeal which raised £2,561/6/9. It 
was purchased from Light Motors Ltd in 
Adelaide and equipped with ‘pressurised 
air-conditioning’ (presumably to alleviate the 
opening of the front window screens as in 
the showroom picture), detachable patient 
chairs, two folding stretchers and bright and 
dim interior lighting. It was very state-of- 
the-art in the 1950s! It is estimated that in 
its first year it was waiting at the airfield to 
meet some 160 flights in answer to urgent 

From the Archives

Another patient safely delivered

The Kombi as it was found in 2003
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radio calls from bush clinics or remote 
stations. It also travelled overland to Murat 
Bay, Penong and other more ‘local’ places to 
pick up patients.

BCA held onto the 
ambulance until the late 1960’s 
and from there we are not 
quite sure of its story until the 
early 2000s where new owner 
Englishman Mark Perry comes 
in. While he was restoring the 
van he came across the old 
lettering marking the van as 
from The Bush Church Aid 
Society of Australia. He  
recently made contact with the 
National Office.

The story began in 2003 when I was 
looking a for Kombi to purchase. In a local 
second hand magazine I came across an 
advert with a 1955 ambulance for sale.

I went to have a look and found it was 
sitting in a shed in a sorry state but I knew 
it was meant to be. The guy who had it 
was in the business of buying and selling 
anything VW. He had got it from Australia 
where there was more opportunity as it was 

getting harder to find these treasures in the 
United Kingdom.

It was different to all the rest and being 
a right hand drive model was perfect. It 

had been stripped of all its 
equipment but an offer was 
made and accepted.

So many years down the 
line I’m finally getting the 
Kombi back on the road. A few 
upgrades have been made to 
make it a bit more user friendly 
but it still has many original 
parts from 1955. I plan to use it 
for surfing holidays and trips to 
France with my family.

Is there anyone who can fill in the gaps 
in this Kombi’s travels?

Brian Roberts
Acknowledgements/sources: 
The Adelaide Mail, The Sunday Mail 
Adelaide various clippings 1955&6,  
Port Lincoln Times July 7 1955,  
The Real Australian March 1956  
and BCA archives.

From the Archives

George Camelon and Sister Dawling with ambulance outside Murat Bay Hospital
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Order for Christmas

BBCA 017B  New Designs for 2016

Pack of 6 – 2 each of 3 designs $5/pack or $4.50/pack for 3 or more

Newcastle Pudding Lady Traditional Christmas Pudding  
Suitable for microwave

BBCA 312B 500g Pudding $29  BBCA 313B 1kg Pudding $45
 

Christmas Puddings

Christmas Cards

Newcastle Pudding Lady Plum  
Pudding Log  
Wrapped in calico and suitable for 
diabetics/coeliacs in controlled portions; gluten free

BBCA 314B 500g $32 

Newcastle Pudding Lady Christmas Cake 

BBCA 315B

700g Cake $40 

Orders must be received by Wednesday 7 December 2016
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Order for Christmas

BBCA 015B   2014 Designs 

Pack of 10 – 2 each of 5 designs $5

BBCA 016B   2015 Designs 

Pack of 10 – 2 each of 5 designs $7.50/pack or $7/pack for 3 or more

Banjo Bilby
BBCA 018B  

$15

Christmas Cards

Orders must be received by Wednesday 7 December 2016
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Please complete this merchandise order form

Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address 

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask  

that you include $8.50 per delivery address. We can also include a gift card should 

you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

Merchandise Order Form

BCA Code Description Qty $ Total

Sub-Total

PLUS postage and handling charges – $8.50 per order

Total

I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order    Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________ 

 Credit card number

 Expires on ________________Signature _________________________________
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Donation Form
Yes, I would like to share the gospel and provide care to isolated families 
across Australia.

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____________________________to BCA’s ministry

 Please tick here if you need a tax deduction

 (Donations to tax deductible funds cannot be used for general gospel ministry).

 I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________

 
 Credit card number

 Expires on _______________ Signature __________________________________

Other ways to give:

Online bushchurchaid.com.au • Phone 02 9262 5017

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter 

number as a reference (or, for anonymous donations, the reference ANON followed 

by the first letter of your State).  

 

My details

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

I would like to receive:
  The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations 

 Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

BILLER CODE

88203
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